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Abstract (updated)

Strategies for Improving Rapid Influenza
Diagnostic Testing Course (SIRAS)

Background: In response participants’ feedback from earlier rapid influenza test course
offerings regarding training needs, The Joint Commission and the CDC, in collaboration
with a team of experts: 1) developed the “Influenza Pandemic Preparedness and
Response” online course for health professionals; and 2) translated the rapid influenza
diagnostic testing (RIDT) course, “Strategies for Improving Rapid Influenza Diagnostic
Testing in Ambulatory Settings” (SIRAS), into Spanish to expand the outreach. Both
courses are free and offer CEs.

Influenza Pandemic Preparedness
and Response Course

Methods: The pandemic preparedness course was initially launched in April 2015
and was updated in October 2015. The SIRAS course was initially offered in 2012
and translated into Spanish for the first time in 2016. Specimen collection videos
and other e-resources were offered with both courses. Course evaluation includes
the participants’ intent to change clinical practice; 6-month post-course evaluation
describes practice changes.
Results: There were 3,395 visitors to the pandemic course webpage and a total of 1,508
course enrollments since it was initially launched in April 2015 through August 2016.
There were 900 enrollments between October 2015 and August 2016 representing
sharp increase coinciding with the influenza season. There were 27,233 unique visitors
to the SIRAS webpage and 7,017 enrollments in the SIRAS course between October
2012 and August 2016. The overall satisfaction rate was 89% for SIRAS and 87% for
the pandemic preparedness course. Through August 2016, there have been 167,299
views of the specimen collection videos, and 14,648 views of The Joint Commission’s
“AmBuzz” blog posts related to the influenza courses. These resources are increasingly
popular. Of the SIRAS course participants, 28% (148/528) of those responding to course
evaluation reported their intent to change clinical practices post-course; 94% of all
participants reported a better understanding of RIDT. Of pandemic course participants,
68% (282/415) of those responding to course evaluation reported intent to change
practices. The most commonly reported change was intent to improve communication
with state/local health department.

Conclusions
 SIRAS course participants:
–– 94% indicated better understanding of RIDT
–– 27% (92/338) of participants who answered a 6-month post-course
evaluation reported actual changes in clinical practices as a result
of the course
 Pandemic preparedness course participants:
–– 91% reported learning objectives were met
–– 68% (282/415) of participants reported intent to change clinical
practices as a result of the course
 Specimen collection videos are increasingly popular (167,299 views)
 Participants welcomed the ongoing opportunity for continued
education in influenza testing and pandemic preparedness
 ¡Curso de SIRAS traducido al español para lograr un mayor alcance!

Specimen Collection Videos

(Accessible in Both Courses and YouTube)

Conclusions: Health care professionals have welcomed the ongoing opportunity
for continued education in influenza testing and preparedness. Course participants
recognized the need to change clinical practices to improve influenza rapid testing and
pandemic planning efforts.

SIRAS Course Enrollments by Module

Sustained SIRAS Course Participation

*[10/15/2012– 10/14/15]; **[10/15/15 – 08/31/16]; ***Cumulative total as of 08/31/16

*[10/15/2012– 10/14/15]; **[10/15/15 – 08/31/16

SIRAS Course Completion Rate from
34% in Year One to 79% in Year Four

Course Evaluation: SIRAS Participants (Oct/15 to Aug/16)

Increasing Trend in Influenza Pandemic
Preparedness Course Participation

Influenza Pandemic Preparedness
Course Enrollments

*[04/15/2015– 10/14/15]; **[10/15/15 – 08/31/16]; Course divided into two parts in
10/2015

*[Original course 04/13/15 – 10/14/15]; **[Revised two-part course 10/15/15 – 08/31/16];

Fulfillment of Learning Objectives
for Influenza Pandemic Preparedness Course

Course Evaluation Among Pandemic Participants
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Data from evaluation conducted at time of course completion [4/15/15 – 8/31/16]

Data from evaluation conducted at time of course completion [10/15/15 – 8/31/16

Intent to Change Clinical Practices
Actual Changes in Clinical Practices (≥6 mo. post-course)

Data from evaluation conducted at time of course completion [4/15/15 – 8/31/16]
*Oct/2015-Aug/2016

Positive Remarks from Course Participants
“This course was very helpful, concise, and user friendly.”

“This course was thorough, educational, and specific with great
resources and information.”

“This is extremely relevant for the upcoming influenza season.”

“Comprehensive course content, updated and evidence-based.”

“This will definitely influence whom and when to test and how I
interpret test results.”

Contact:

Positive Remarks from Course Participants

Data is from 6 month post-course evaluations conducted Apr/2013; Aug/2015; Jan/2016.
All course participants were invited to answer the 6-month post-course evaluation.
Answers were entirely voluntary. A total of 338 participants answered. More than one
response was allowed.

“I liked the fact that I could pause it and return to the program.”
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Data from evaluation conducted at time of course completion [4/13/15 – 8/31/16]; more
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