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Background

Distribution of Length of Stay
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• Average length of stay was 4.7 days

Standardized Costs by Category ($)

• Median total standardized inpatient cost was $7,341
• Median total cost per day was $2,087
•Median daily laboratory costs were $73
•Median daily imaging costs related to the lower extremity were
$44

•Median daily antibiotic costs related to LEC were $75
•Room and board which accounted for, on average, 49% of the
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To describe the costs of hospital treatment of LEC in a populationbased cohort of Olmsted County, MN residents in 2013.

outpatient setting and only 34 of 195 patients with confirmed LEC
required hospitalization.

Frequency
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Objective

• The vast majority (87%) of patients with LEC are diagnosed in the

Hospital Costs
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Hospital admissions for non-purulent lower extremity cellulitis
(LEC) are common and can be prolonged and costly. Newer
treatment options and preventive strategies are expected to result
in cost savings before implementation, but few studies have
quantified the cost of conventional treatment.

Summary

Hospital Length of Stay

total cost (average cost per day for room and board of $1045)

Patient Enrollment

• Average cost per day increased with increased length of stay
• 76% of hospitalized patients underwent imaging of the lower
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•The most frequent imaging study was duplex ultrasound scanning
of the lower extremity vasculature.

Total Standardized Cost of Hospitalization vs Length of Stay
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•Patients who had lower extremity imaging had a mean total cost
per day of $2,306 as compared to a mean total cost per day of
$1,796 for those without imaging.

•Patients without lower extremity imaging had a shorter average
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length of stay

Conclusions
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•Hospitalizations for LEC can be costly and prolonged with room and
board accounting for much of the cost.

•Current inpatient costs related to antibiotics are relatively low as
compared to the proportion of costs from other management
categories.

•New management strategies should seek to reduce hospital length

0

of stay and/or avoid inpatient admission to reduce cost.
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